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SUBJECT: REACTIONS TO EXPULSION OF FIVE CUBAN SPIES 

REF: OTTAWA 0092 

1 . PRESS HAS DEVOTED CONSIDERABLE ATTENTION TO 
EXPULSION OF FIVE CUBAN SPIES. SUBSEQUENT STATEMENT 
BY CUBAN GOVERNMENT, WHICH CONFIRMED SPYING 

ACTIVITIES, ALSO WIDELY DISSEMINATED. ACCORDING TO PRESS, CUBAN 
STATEMENT "ACKNOWLEDGED INFORMATION GATHERING ACTIVITIES, 

BUT SAID THEY WERE DIRECTED AGAINST SUPPORTERS OF A 
CIA-BACKED ARMY THAT LOST ANGOLAN CIVIL WAR. IT 
SAID CUBANS HAVE A PERFECT RIGHT TO CONDUCT THESE 
OPERATIONS, WHICH WERE NOT DIRECTED AGAINST CANADA." 

2. PRESS REACTIONS HAVE TENDED TO BE HIGHLY 

CRITICAL OF CUBAN STATEMENT AND OF GOVERNMENT OF CANADA. LATER 
CRITICISMS HAVE FOCUSED ON 1) THE FACT THAT GOC 
APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN DUPED BY THE CUBANS AND 2) 

GOVERNMENT OF CANADA EVIDENT DESIRE TO DOWN-PLAY ENTIRE 
ISSUE. OTTAWA JOURNAL ON JAN 13 IN EDITORIAL 
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ENTITLED, "WITH FRIENDS LIKE THIS" ACCUSSED CUBA 
OF "VIOLATING A BASIC CANNON OF INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS AND THAT CANADA CANNOT CASUALLY OVERLOOK 
IT." JOURNAL CONCLUDES BY SAYING "WHAT CANADA 
MUST ASSESS IS WHETHER ITS RELATIONS WITH CUBA 
ARE IMPORTANT ENOUGH TO TOLERATE THE ABOVE. THE 

GOVERNMENT OF CANADA COULD DEMAND THAT CUBA CLOSE THE MONTREAL 
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CONSULATE... THAT WOULD BE ENTIRELY DEFENSEABLE." 

OTTAWA CITIZEN ECHOED SIMILAR CRITICISM OF 
GOVERNMENT OF CANADA ON ITS EDITORIAL PAGES. 

3. COMMENT: GOVERNMENT OF CAN AD WAS OBVIOUSLY PLACED IN DIFFICULT 
SITUATION WHEN STORIES APPEARED IN RHODESIA AND 
WERE PICKED UP BY CANADIAN PRESS. IT HAD TO ACT, 

BUT AT SAME TIME IT IS OBVIOUS GOVERNMENT OF CANADA 
VALUES ITS CUBAN CONNECTION AND IS TRYING TO DOWN-PLAY 
THE ISSUE. AFTER ALL, CUBA REMAINS GOOD TRADING 
PARTNER AND RECIPIENT OF CANADIAN AID. 
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